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PETER "HOOKY" HOOK

He's a legendary bass player, he's a Man
U fan, he's Peter Hook and he's with the
Guestlist Network giving us a peek into his

Marc Burford and Victor Covos

world!

He was a co-founder of the
band Joy Division in the mid-
1970s. Following the death of
lead singer lan Curtis, the band
reformed as New Order and
Hook played bass with them
throughout their career until
he left in 2007. Star Guestlist
Network boys Marc and Victor
caught up with the legend him-
self...

So Mr Hook After 30 years of
making and performing music,
Do you still feel hyped to play
each show?

ha yeah! | still get very nervous ac-
tually, its quite an odd thing, | think
it was Lou Reed who said “if you
don't get nervous before a gig you
shouldn't be doing it" so | am very
lucky that | do agree with Lou! but
yeah | get very nervous about doing
our Unknown Pleasures gigs.

Have you got any advice for The
Guestlist Network readers on
how to sustain a career in the
music industry?

There is only one thing you can real
ly do, that is just write great songs,
a great song will last forever. You
have just got to keep going, a lot of
it is about self belief.. | remember
when Joy Division began, we played
in front of nobody and nobody gave
a F*ck about us, then six months lat-
er with the same material we were
the bee knee’s. You just got to have
the self believe and confidence in
your self to keep you going though
those hard periods. Just Keep writ-
ing and keep going lan Curtis was
really the best at keeping us going
in Joy Division!

Was he a good motivator
then?

Yes he was extremely good, some-
times he would be the only one
screaming at you at a gig, because
sometimes it was very very difficult
and very very disorientating.

Are there any bands that you
consider have been influenced
by Joy Division or New Order?

WEell there is a lot of sound a-likes

and | have to say that | quite like
them! | quite like White Lies and
Editors. There are still a few bands
using the influence, | always take it
as a complement.

Whats coming up next for you
then Peter?

Well I've just signed up to do a Joy
Division Book. That makes me an
author!!! (sarcastic voice) so mil-
lions of people now take me more
seriously ha ha.

Finally do you have any special
memory that you would like to
share to the Guestlist Network
readers about Joy Division?

You know what, it was a hell of a
long time ago. I'm now 54 and
when your life has been dealt well..
stretched out in front of you, you
think F*ck me! | wish | had relished
it a lot more, so what | would say
to your readers is relish your life be-
cause it will soon be gone!

Hooky lookin cool

Steven Baker

The Samurai -Samurai EP

The Italian born act ‘The Samurai’ has splashed
out onto the indie scene with their debut new
album... ‘Samurai'. Unlike the name, the band
serves us with unpredictable tracks that toy with
our emotions, and mix ltalian romanticism with ex
perimental rock to grunge and electronic music.
Lose yourself in their diverse music and check it
out at www.myspace.com/ilsamurai.
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Laura Marling -

| Speak Because | Can

Laura Marling appeared in
2008 with her first album,
Alas | Cannot Swim. Just like
her appearance — her young
face untouched by makeup
and hair slightly dishevelled -
her songs were modest and
sincere, and she was soon
welcomed into the ‘nu-folk’
scene by the likes of Mumford

and Sons.

Pascale Day

As anticipated, Marling has
not failed to disappoint, with
a braver atitutde emerging:
her last aloum whispers ‘Alas |
cannot swim’, whereas her lat-
est endeavour hollers ‘I speak
because | can’ with a new-
found self-assurance.

She enlisted the help of new
beau, folk singer Marcus
Mumford, and with this new
addition came pro producer
Ethan Johns (Kings of Leon)
who gave the album its unique
sound. While her lyrics and
voice are still classically Brit-
ish, she branches out from her
Hampshire home to experi-
ment with new exotic sounds.
The trance-like rhythm of the
banjo and Marling’s yodelling
in ‘Devil's Spoke' conjures

images of a jam on a porch-
swing somewhere in Appala-
chia, whilst the guitar in ‘Alpha
Shadows' transports us to the
passionate region of ltalia.

“Alas” seemed mature for
someone so young. | Speak
Because | Can is more so, but
without being tedious; it is sim-
ply Marling rapidly approach-
ing womanhood. Just shy of
twenty, Marling seems wise
beyond her years, as if born in
the wrong era.

Her role of storyteller from
past to present on the album
shows her to be the Jane Aus-
ten of music, and her views on
the independence of women
give her all the feminist back-
bone of Virginia Woolf. She is
not just a ‘girl who sings about

boys', she speaks of the hard-
ship of marriage, separation
and the struggle to be equal
as a woman.

Marling plans to reunite with
Johns and release a third al-
bum later this year. With the
mentality that you have your
life to write your first album
and ten months to write your
second, Marling has done an
impressive job, but | feel we
have more to hear from the
20-year-old. Critical anticipa-
tion is laid heavy on this art-
ist's shoulders; she may just
be growing into the slender
body of a young woman, but
she carries with her the stories
of hundreds of women, past,
present and future.



